
These two major sections contain a wealth of handouts for participants in 
the RCIA process.  Both sections are combined in the table of contents so that 
their complementarity can be more clearly seen, and the choice of handouts 
may be more easily made by parish RCIA leaders.  Generally, these two large 
sections of handouts are written to be used as extensions to a given teaching, not 
as the “text” for the session.  Therefore, they do not contain elements for use 
in a small group, such as discussion questions (which are instead provided 
in the companion Catechist’s Manual in accord with each lesson plan and in 
Part VII of this text).

The Doctrines and Special Topics handouts are designed to support the ver-
bal communication of the faith, and therefore deliberately go into greater detail 
than a typical spoken RCIA catechesis.  This allows the handouts to provide 
not only more depth on a given subject, but also more Sacred Scripture, as well 
as helpful references to the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  Some participants 
may find this essential to gain a clear understanding of some aspect of the faith, 
while others may not feel the need to read much beyond what they have heard 
in the sessions.  The handouts allow for that flexibility.  If given to sponsors 
and team members, as well as to participants, the handouts will greatly aid in 
the difficulty that these volunteers often encounter in answering certain ques-
tions.  RCIA directors and catechists may judge that additional handouts are 
needed in a given year that this Participant’s Book does not provide (or does not 
communicate in the desired degree of depth).  Certain news events (such as a 
terrorist attack or a weather disaster), Church issues (such as public heresy or 
the pedophilia scandal), scientific developments (such as the rapidly changing 
fields of cloning, stem-cell research, and artificial methods of conception), or 
more commonly misunderstood moral issues (such as abortion, contraception, 
and the just war doctrine) may create the necessity of finding highly contempo-
rary or more in-depth material to help RCIA participants gain a Catholic per-
spective on the situation, so as to build instead of threaten faith.

Notes regarding the Table of Contents:

1)   Handouts are listed in alphabetical order, not in the order in which they 
are to be used.

2)  Asterisked titles are found in Part II, Special Topics.

3)  Titles beginning with “The” are alphabetized using the following word.

4)  CAPITALIZED items are subject listings rather than titles.

5)   Titles are extensively cross-referenced to facilitate assembling related 
handouts; this cross-referencing also exemplifies the organic unity of the 
Faith.

PARTS I AND II
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